




Land Acknowledgment

We acknowledge that the land our office is on is the traditional
territory of many nations including the Mississaugas of the
Credit, the Anishnabeg and the Chippewa, and is now home to
many diverse First Nations, Inuit and Métis peoples. We also
acknowledge that Toronto is covered by Treaty 13 with the
Mississaugas of the Credit.

We encourage you to acknowledge the land where you are
located and to reflect on ways in which you can support the
process of reconciliation.



Introduction 
• Introduction to sanctions/penalties
• What is the traditional approach to 

sanctions? 
• Is there a move toward a new 

purpose-driven approach? 



Sanctioning in Disciplinary Proceedings
A sanction is the order imposed by a Discipline Committee 
after a person is found to have engaged in professional 
misconduct.

Why does it matter?
• Serves the reactive regulation function 
• Upholding professional values
• Protecting the public



Goals of Sanctioning 
1. Public Protection 
2. Preserve Public Confidence in the Profession and 

Regulator
3. Specific and General Deterrence
4. Remediation and Rehabilitation (if appropriate) 

5. Denounce the misconduct?



Traditional Approach to Sanctioning 
• Based on Criminal Sentencing Principles 

– Identifying a range of penalties 
– Identifying aggravating and mitigating factors 
– Situating conduct within the range

• Criminal law concepts: “Guilt” “penalty” “sentence” 
“remorse”

• Focused on finding the most suitable punishment for the 
individual professional without considering the big picture



Why Move Away from Tradition
• Inflexible and rigid
• Different goals than criminal law 

– Punishment vs Public Protection 
• Different legal scheme 

– Criminal vs Administrative







Purpose-Driven Approach in Action  
• Goals 
• Contextual analysis of all relevant factors 

– Characteristics of the conduct 
– Characteristics of the professional

• Final check for proportionality 







Conclusion
• Purpose-driven approach recognizes how disciplinary 

proceedings are distinct from criminal proceedings
• Provides flexibility
• Ultimately goal is to craft orders that protect the public




